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Edgewood 
Academy 
set to hit 
high note 
By KRYSTI SIBLEY 

EXPRESS-NEWS STAFF WRITER 

With high hopes and a nervous 
stomach, Dan Trevino attended au­
ditions last week for the city's only 
fine arts school. 

Staff members of , he Edgewood 
Academy for Communications and 
the Fine Arts still are deciding 
what students will make up the 
first class for the school, which is 
scheduled to open thLs fall. 

The $1.6 million campus repre­
sents the city's only school solely 
devoted to the study of fine arts. 
It's one of only four in the state. 
Location is the site of the old 
Edgewood High School. 607 S.W. 
34th St. 

The academ v will offer advance 
inst ruction in -all types of dance. 
Instrumental and vocal music. the­
ater and \'isual arts. and radio and 
tele\'ision broadcast mg. 

The thought of attending such a 
school excites Trevino, whose cre­
ative skills were put to the test 
during his audition June 17. 

During the tryout, he had to 
draw still-life objects and an extra­
terrestrial. 

"This audition kind of makes me 
nervous," the Memorial High 
School sophomore said. "r like to 
draw with pencils best, listening to 
Beethoven." 

Trevino was one of 25 students 
who turned out for tryouts last 
week. About 150 high schoolers ai­
ready have been selected for the 
acad"emy from previous auditions. 
There are 50 slots left. Future en­
roilment, however, is expected to 
reach 1.000. 

"The audition numbers justify 
the vision that kids are hungry for 
communications and the arts," 
said Jesus Cardona, a communica­
tions teacher. 

• See FAME/SH 
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Veronica Va lenzuela (left) f ins out her application to the Edgewood Academy for Communica­
tions and the Fine Arts wi th the heip of Deborah Keller, a teacher in the program. 

Fame the game at fine arts school 

• Continued from 1 H 

~ The audition is Just one requtrement for admlssiun 
t o the campus, St udents also must have a passing 
'grade pOUl average Ul all academic classes and 
mainta in a 5 percen t attendance rate whiJe at the 
schoo l , t denls also must 11 1(' II'll hln the Edgellood 
SchuOI Dist ri ct, although long,range plans cali (1) 1' 

opellln o he schoollO aU S n An tonio students 
" A 10l of -tuden ts don '! gll'e themselves C['edll dur 

Ing the aud!tlon," academy dance teacher Yvonne 
Sandol al said, " ~!any hal(' raIl talL'nt waltlllg to be 
nl ashed." 

' hose WilD al'e chosen ior he school will ge t lnten, 
Si lt' r IIllng In the fi eld they choose to ~tudy on a 
part 'llme b a ~ ls, Th ~; II' IU conl! nu<' ta King 'ome Cl i\;; ' 
e ' tl he ! ~ reguJ:1 r campu,,; 
Te chers belie l e It's ',mpq['\d n, til contin ue IllI1' ur ' 
v <I I' !S Ie :ak n bc; nnd ,' it' n:l'nU;-\ ,;ch(lol 

"Somewhere between elementary school and high 
school, emphasis on the arts dies," Cardona saId, 
"K ids are happy in kindergarten, producUlg so much 
art and smiJes, but the fun is taken out In high school 
Our classes wlll take care of that," 

ommunlcations students II'ill taKe audIO a ~d I'ISU, 
al 'lasses, get pra ctIce Sing a camera <1nd :-:l l t' r ", 
phone, and use the school's stud iOS fo r bl 'tkCc a,t l "u r· 
n31ism proJccts. 

Thcatcr arts partlcipanls II L1 1 taKc aCl ln,:. :c'ctUII ' 
cal th ea ter and produc tion Ci<lS:il'S . 

for musIc student s, Ulstrumen tal 3m! \'I)( a: r.I U';i~· 
cou rst's \\ III be offered, along ILl th musIc [henrI CI:I';' 
:ie'S and iJldi llduallessons. 

The vlsua.l arts CUITI1.'ulum Ulc luc1cs ar IIiSlO r \. dl" 
SI~'Tl , dr;l\\ lng, paint ing and photograph; l' '' U I ''L'~ 

,-\Ithou.,h $('I'c['aJ lilcal Sl' ll()\) dISt rIct s lli lt'r o,:rll Llr 
magn t programs, F:cl"eLL i)od IS the [ll's t ttl I t' d.'(!I · 
c3t ('(13 iicparale cam pus In I hL' stu e!1 thl' In t' ;,!'> 


